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(A) Composition (25 points)
Julia Child, who introduced French cuisine and cooking techniques to the American people

through her many cookbooks and television programs, had a famous dictum: “If you can read,
you can cook.” Do you agree with her pronouncement? Write a short composition, in about

200 words, to respond.

(B) Translate the following texts into Chinese (25 points each)

(1) There are more than 6 billion people alive today, present on every continent on the planet.
Some are tall, some are short; some are dark skinned, others are fair. All are members of the
same species, Homo sapiens. But where did we come from? And when did the first of our
kind arise?

Geneticists 3 {825 believe that sometime around 140,000 years ago, the founding
population of modern humans [in Africa] underwent a catastrophic event that slashed their
numbers from around 12,800 breeding individuals to-a mere 600. Those 600 people gave rise
to the modern humans who would one day leave Africa and colonize the rest of the world. In
other words, they were the ancestors of every human alive today.

- Donald C. Johanson and Kate Wong, Lucyiv Legacy: The Quest for Human Origins
(New York: Harmony Books, 2009), pp. 252 and 267.

(2) Perhaps because historians long to sound like their peers in the sciences or the social
sciences, they have increasingly gone in for specialized language and long and complex
sentences. Much of the writing is difficult, often needlessly so. Andrew Colin Gow, a
historian at the University of Alberta, offers a curious defense of obscurantism ( MER{TSIE
$&) . We should not, he said severely, expect historians to be entertaining or to tell interesting
stories: “Do we need professional history that entertains us — especially when public money
pays for so much of what we historians do? Do we need physics that entertains us?”

- Margaret MacMillan, Dangerous Games: The Uses and Abuses of History (New
York: Modern Library, 2009), pp. 35-36. :

(End)






