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—_ ~ In his works the famous British historian of Chinese science J, Needham stated that Daoism (38 #/
i % ) played a positive role in the development of science in China. This hypothesis was later criticized
by other historian of science, in particular, by the American historian N. Sivin. Sivin investigated a
number of biographies of famous Chinese scientists and demonstrated that they did not have any

connections with Daoism. (¥ & sr st 38 o £ & » 33% )

(1) Try to {ind at least one example to defend the position of J. Needham (provide as many details as
necessary to make your example convincing);

(2) Try to find more arguments to support the position of N. Sivin;

(3) Do you think that other religious and/or philosophical movements influenced positively or negatively
the development of science in China? Provide at least two examples.

(4) Suggest your own methodology to investigate the question of the relationship between science and

religion in China.
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