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(A) Translate the following two textis mto Chinese.

(1) From Dana Thomas, Dieluxe: How Luxury Lost Iis Luster (New York: Penguin Press, 20073, p. 1
{20 points)
The heart of Louis Vuition is the trunk. Back in the mid-nineteenth century, when Louis Vuitton started

his business, trunks were an intsgr avel, like suitcases on wheels are today. A traveler left for
months at a time, with as many a in tow filled with evervthing from petticoats to porcelain.
Today Louis Vuition makes about five hundred trunks annually. Rarely are trunks used for travel
anymore. If so — and it’s usually for nostalgic reasons — they’re ofien sent ahead by mail or boat, or
loaded on private jets. More often Louis Vuition trunks, old or new, are displayed in homes like art or

used as shelves, coffee tables, or bar
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(2) From Joseph P. McDermott, A Social History of the Chinese Book: Books and Literati Culture in
Late Imperial China (Hong K@ﬁg University

The history of gift giving remains an oddly neglected subject among sinologists. Chinese may have

P?@SS; 2006}, pp. 84-85. (30 points)
ks

commonly resorted to gifis to consolidate ties and prepare persons for eventual rsquesﬁg, yet social and

economic historians have chosen to pay far greater atiention to the more “modern” means of

distribution, such as market networks. Here, in a discussion of books, I would like to redress the balance
slightly and explore both kinds of acquisition, ng&s as well as pazrg:ﬁases
In recent years, some anthropologists and historians have come to recognize the possibility of some

mutual dependence of these apparent opposites, since the practice of gift giving has been seen to
flourish in some commercial economies.
Gifts were not marginal activities. Books in particular played a vital form of gift — imperial, parental, or

official — that involved, respectively, the court, the family, and officialdom in meaningful exchanges.

(B) Composition
Veteran biographer Kenneth Silverman has a well-known foz'mz:daﬁm, “’His‘t@ry 1s what Napoleon did;
biography is what it meant to him.” What do you think of biography as a genre? What do you think the
&h ¥
principal task of a historian ought to be? What attracts you to hisic ry? What are some of the differences
between history and social sciences? Write a short aomﬁogiﬁﬁn in about 250 words, and give your views
& 3 & }

on these related issues. (25 points)

Good Luck!






