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1. Write a short composition (about 200 words) in English on “How I
Prepared for this M.A. Entrance Examination.” Tell us, among other things,
which books and articles you have read, and whether they are helpful in this

examination. Give as many details as possible. Note: if you don’t know how

to romanize Chinese book titles and names, you may write them in Chinese,

(25 points).

2. Translate the following two passages into Chinese (25 points each).

(A) After all, all travelers” accounts invariably reveal as much about themselves as
about those they describe. But Western writings on Chinese women also are worth
the scrutiny of historians of China interested in the intellectual foundations of
their field. Western authors, while creating interest in the West in the topic of
Chinese women, were framing the topic in certain ways and focusing attention on
some issues to the exclusion or neglect of others. Even today, when Western
writing on Chinese women’s history is based more on close study of Chinese texts
than on travels through China, the vocabulary and concepts established by these
earlier generations are still in use.

- Patricia Ebrey, “*Gender and Sinology.”

(B) I have been thinking about this book for a long time. Its inception goes back to
1950, when I began seriously to study the T"ang period, and the necessity for the
closest possible critical examination of its rather meager sources became an
everyday preoccupation. Later, like that of all historians of China of my
generation, my interest in historiographical problems was greatly stimulated by
the Conference on the Historians of China and Japan held at the School of
Oriental and African Studies in London during the summer of 1956, one of the
first, and still one of the best, of the specialized research conferences that have

played such an important part in our academic life,

- Denis Twitchett, “Preface” to The Writing of Official History Under the T ang.




