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"We live round a sea,” Socrates had told his Athenian friends, ‘like
frogs round a pond.' Seven hundred years later, in AD 200, the
classical world remained clustered round its ‘pond’: it still clung to
the shores of the Mediterranean. The centres of modern Europe lie
far to the north and to the west of the world of ancient men. To travel
to the Rhineland, for them, was to go ‘hall-way to the barbarians’:
onc typical southerner even took his dead wife all the way back home,
from Trier to Pavia, to bury her safely with her ancestors! A Greek
senator from Asia Minor, posted to a governorship on the Danube,
could only pity himself: “The inhabitants . . . lead the most miserable
existence of all mankind,” he wrote, ‘for they cultivate no olives and
they drink no wine.’

The Roman empire had been extended as far as had scemed
necessary at the time of the republic and the early empire, to protect
and enrich the classical world that had already existed for centuries
round the coast of the Mediterranean. It is the extraordina ry tide of
Mediterranean life that strikes us about this empire at its apogee 1n
the second century a n. This tide had washed further inland than ever
previously; in North Africa and the Near East, it would never reach
as far again. For a short time, an officers’ mess modelled on an Italian
country-willa faced the Grampians m Scotland. A chequer-board
town, with amphitheatre, library and statues of classical philosophers
looked out over the Hodna range, at Timgad, in what are now the
bleak southern territories of Algeria, At Dura-Europos, on the
Euphrates, a garrison-town observed the same calendar of public festi-
vals as at Rome. The Late Antique world inherited this AMazing
fegacy. One of the main problems of the period from 200 to 700
was how to maintain, throughout a vast empire, a style of life and a

culture based originally on a slender coastline studded with classical
city-states,

(i the first place, the classical Mcditerranean had always been a
world on the edge of starvation. For the Mediterrancan is a sea
surrounded by mountain ranges: its fertile plains and river-valleys
are like picces of lace sewn on to sackeloth, Many of the greatest citics
of classical times werc placed within sight of forbidding highlands.
Every year their inhabitacts ransacked the surrounding countryside
to feed themselves. Describing the symptoms of widespread mal-
nutrition in the countryside in the middie of the second century, the
doctor Galen obscrved: *The city-dwellers, as was their practice,
collected and stored cnough corn for all the coming year intncdiatcly
after the harvest. They carried off ail the wheat, the barley, the beans
and the lentils and left what remained to the countryfolk." Seen in
this light, the history of the Roman cmpire is the history of the ways
in which 10 per cent of the population, who lived in the towns and
have left their mark on the course of European civilization, fed
themselves, in the suminary manner described by Galen, from the
labours of the remaining go per cent who worked the land.

Food was the most precious commaodity in the ancient Mediter~
rancan. Food involved transport. Very few of the great cities of the
Roman empire could hope to supply their own needs from their ’
immediate environment. Romie had long depended on the annual |
sailing of the grain-feet from Africa: by, the sixth century ap,
Constantinople drew 175,200 tons of wheat a year from Egypt.
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Reading. Parts 1 and 2 will be based on the following reading,

World Meets to Tackle Water Crisis
by Ben Sutherland, BBC News Online in Kyoto (March 15, 2003)

e UN target of
by 2015. They will have to (1) tackle drought, floods,
over water. More than two million people die annuall

g the numbers of people without clean water

climate change, and the (2) prospect of conflict
y from water-related diseases like cholera. The

forum, the third of its kind, runs from 16 to 23 Marc
and many non-governmental groups. It is being held i

Two UN reports published earlier this mon
countries face as water resources begin to vanish at
average water supply per person around the globe is
they warn that it is a lack of both action and awarene
much as anything else, that the World Water Forum
sions are precisely (4) geared to generating ways of
proved supplies or better irrigati
how much water supplies could

Many NGOs have (5) balked at
charged for. Indeed, the Blue Planet Proje
ists, and anti-poverty campaigners—was
the last, World Water Forum. This vision
claim.

formed

However, the success of water charging schemes in places
both businesses and governments to consider a greater rol
- supply. But water privatisation is not the only controver

and the damage caused to the environment b
Ultimately, however, the Forum is ho
targets of the UN Millennium Goals is to
drinking water by 2015, Real progress toward
“The purpose of this conference is n
president of the World Water Council, whic
we’ve had enough general principles.”

ping to

Part 1. Grammar/vocabulary. Choose the one wo

th

on methods, But controversiaily,
be improved with the involvement o

ct—{6) a coalition of environmentalists, human rights activ-

in direct reaction to the “Water V
(7} endorsed a for-profit view of water

h, and is sponsored by the World Bank, the UN,
n three cities—Kyoto, Osaka, and Shiga.

have highlighted the desperate situation some
an alarming rate. By 2020, the UN believes, the
likely to be one third smaller than it is now, And
ss that is (3) exacerbating this crisis. It is this, as
is hoping 1o tackie. Many of the conference ses-
preventing water being wasted, be it through im-
the conference will also examine

ision” proposed at '
as a resource, they

like South Africa has encouraged
¢ for private sector involvement in the water
sial issue being raised here. Dams, farming,

y water projects will all be discussed.

change people’s lives for the better. One of the

halve the proportion of people without access to safe
s this—and many other goals—could be made
ot to talk; it’s for action,”
h is organizing the meeting.

in Kyoto.
said William Cosgrove, vice
“We've had enough talk and

rd / phrase which can be substituted for the origi-

nal word / phrase that does not change the meaning and is also grammatically correct. 7 points,
1. (a) confront (b) reduce (¢} struggle (d) eliminate

2. (a) panorama (b) hope (¢) possibility (d) view

3, (a) making worse (b) improving {c) aggravating (d) helping

4. (a) spotlighting on  (b) concentrated (c) driven to (d) focused on

5. (a) drawn near to (b) displeased with  (c) backed away from (d) recoiled on

6. (a) an alliance of (b} a partnership with (c) a merger between (d) a group of allies

7. (a) signed (b) backed (¢) described (d) refused

e
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Part 2. Short essay questions. Answer each question in about one paragraph.
5. What evidence does the reading give to show that the water crists is serious? (6 points)

6. What obstacles does the forum have to overcome in order to reach the United Nations goal? (6
points)

7. Taiwan has faced a water crisis in the past two years. What do you do in your daily life to conserve
water? (6 points)

Part 3. Compoesition. Throughout history, there have been wars. In your opinion, what criteria are

necessary for one country to justify going to war against another country? Write your answer in at
least one paragraph. 20 points.




