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Partl Reading Comprehension. Write the letter of the best answer. Note that ~all of the above”

munuthltl,b,udcmllmrmd.fp.dmﬂﬂ,mdthus “d all of the above” may sometimes be the
‘hut and therefore the correct answer. (24 points)

Reading 1

(1) The culture of the Periclean Age stemmed from a belief in the all-comprehensive perfection of the

te, to whose good the citizens, in war and in peace, were to subordinate their individual interests and devote
their lives. It also stemmed from traditional belief refined by an expanding intelligence and humanismM belief
in the powes, wisdom, and goodness of the gods, in the superiority of the fathers, in the beneficence of the

eroes of old.  In other words, the central idea of Hellenism embraced the city-state, with all its Hm:l,iliunllj
associations and responsibilities, religious, social, and civic. But during this great fifth century B.C., the
hereditary faith of the Greeks was being changed steadily, if slowly, by a growing individualism. Poets and
sophists took the lead in questioning the problems of life and the old answers to them, and during the second
half of the century the new centrifugal tendencies struggled with the old conservatism in a conflict fiercer and
deadlier than the strife between the Athenians and Spartans.

(2) Man’s love of symbolism and his hope for a future life weakened the hold of the traditional faith.
Some people tumed from the cold Olympian gods to the new mystery religions and the strange deitiesM new
gods from Thrace, Phrygia, or the East, with their unfamiliar priests and curious rites, emotional and noisy, or
secret and mysticalM brought in by swarms of foreigners and slaves. Al the new religions were
individualistic, and though they were scorned by the educated and the conservative, they tended to weaken the
position of the recognized civic cults in the community.

(3) A far more active solvent was rationalism. While treating with forbearance the myths that formed the
tragic poet’s stock in trade and the background of his country’s history, Euripides makes in plain that many
supernatural powers, traditionally assumed, have no real existence. Homer made the gods responsible for the
good and evil acts of men.  Euripides rejects the whole theory and lays the responsibility for conduct upon the
individual; while the eminent comic poet, Aristophanes, in other ways conservative, ridicules the gods and-their
weaknesses. The drama thus introduced advanced ideas to a large audience.

(4) The Athenian needed the teaching and inspiration of his great poets, for to meet the various ;
requirements of citizenship in this intense democracy, a man had to be well educated. He began his training
D0 2 small scale in the deme (administrative district), where local affairs were frecly discussed in the town
meeting, and where local offices gave some practice in communal management. Further experience he gained
in one or more of the many administrative offices of the state and empire, and in the assembly and law courts.
But this practical instruction was narrow. The Athenian received a broader education from the choral songs at
festivals and particularly from the drama presented in the theater. During the year more than sixty days were
Ziven to festivals, including dramatic exhibitions and the holidays of the demes. Every year, moreover, from
ne to two thousand boys and men appeared before the public in choruses for the dramatic and other exhibitions
hat required them. These choral services, as well as others, were generally rotated among the qualified
itizens, thus giving all, or nearly all, a training in music and a close contact with literature.

(3) Euripides is distinctly the first of the moderns. The apostle of humanism, Euripides issued his dramas
15 epistles to mankind, His message was a moral and a spiritual interpretation of the utterance of Protagoras:
nan is the measure of all things. The keen intellect and the sensitive conscience, developed by a marvelous
ivilization, are the standards with which to judge truth and right on earth and in heaven, Casting off from
raditional moorings, he pilots mankind over surging seas of thought and emotion, but his ship reaches no

arbor.  The poet of the submerged majority of humanity descends to the level of common folk, to sympathize
with beggars and cripples, with women and slaves.
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L. What did the idea of Hellenism NOT include (Paragraph 1)?
a. A man had religious responsibilities
b. The gods were powerful
¢. A man should pursue his individual interests
d. The state was perfect

. In the fifth century, what was challenging the traditional ideas of the Greeks?
a. the gods
b. ideas from both inside and outside of Athens

c. the Spartans
d. all of the abave

. What can be said about the new religions mentioned in Paragraph 27
a. Many of them came from the East
b. They were all mystical
c. The educated people started to believe in them
d. All of the above
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. From the description of the new religions given in Paragraph 2, what characteristics can we assume about the

raditional Greek religion?
a. [Its gods were rather cold
b. It did not believe in life after death
c. It was not individualistic
d. All of the above

. What can be said about the beliefs of the poets who were influenced by rationalism?
a. They rejected the myths often used by poets
b. They said supernatural powers did not exist
¢. They said the gods were responsible for the good and evil deeds of men
d. All of the above

. Which of the following was NOT a way for Athenians to receive training to fulfill their citizenship duties?

a. serving as an officer in local government
b. attending dramatic performances

c. going to public houses
d. taking a role in theater choruses

. What can be said of Euripides?
a. He wrote about ordinary people
b. He wrote about religion
¢. He wrote a play about sailing
d. All of the above

. In Paragraph 5 we find the phrase ~but his ship reaches no harbor.” What do you think this means?
The main character couldn’t find his way home.

The main characters always die and the end

His plays don’t have endings

His plays do not have happy endings
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Part Il Vocabulary. Write the letter of the most appropriate word to fit into the blank. (16 points)

ing 2
There is no human society without its poetry. There is no human society without its music. When

put together, they (9) _ a powerful force for both cultural cobesion and identity and for individual
fulfillment, In relation to language learning, the use of music and song offers two major advantages.
First, music is highly (10) - Whether this is because it creates a state of relaxed receptivity, or
[because its rhythms correspond in (11) way with basic body rhythms, or because its messages touch
deep-seated emotional or aesthetic (12) » or because its repetitive patterning reinforces learning
without loss of motivationM whatever the (13) » songs and music *stick’ in the head.
Second, music is highly motivating, especially for children, adolescents, and young adult learners.
Popular music in its many forms constitutes a powerful subculture with its own mythology, its own rituals, and
its own priesthood.  As such it is a part of students’ lives in a way that so much else teachers use is not. [If
teachers can (14) into it, they can release unsuspected positive Energy.

But the appeal of music and song is not confined to the young, or to popular music alone. Folk music,
1{!1;121‘51. classical music, ethnic musicM all have their (15) - The motivational appeal is(16)
r many different types of Jearners. (from Forward to Music and Song, Oxford University Press)

9. (a) consist (b) constitute (¢) contrive (d) conflict

10. (a) memorable (b} memorized (c) remembered (d) memorialized

11. (a) some (b) any (c) such (d) that
12. (a) wells (b) branches (¢} chords (d) aspects
13. (2) meaning (b} purpose (c) aim (d) reason
14. (a) enter (b) drive (c) tap (d) hit

15. (a) detractors (b} recipients (c) consumers {d) devotees

16. (a) anathema (b) present (c) prohibitive  (d) attracting

¥
lel[ﬂumpmitiul. Write an essay of about 200 words {(or more) on the following topic. (35 points)
Some people say that Taiwan society these days is going downhill, that it is getting worse. Soon you will be

an educated working adult in Taiwan. 'What role do you think the educated person should play in guiding the
ldjltr:ﬁnn of his/her society?




