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1, When on board HM.S. “Beagle,’ as naturalist, [ was much struck with ceriain facts
m the distribution of the inhabitants of South America, and in the geological relations
of the present to the past inhabitants of that continent. There facts seemed to me to
mmwmmﬂﬁginmtheuﬁﬁnnfspmwmyst&rynfmyﬁﬂimmithasbm
called by one of our greatest philosophers, (From Charles Darwin, O the Origin of
Species, 1859).

2, The year 1987 marked a turning point in my studies in ancient science. fowe it to |
mj,rsenﬁnaraudiminﬁeijinginthalywthatﬂmyhmughthﬂmetumethe
desirability, or rather I should now say the necessity, of studying neither ancient
Greek science nor its Chinese courterpart in isolation. This is not with the object of
aswﬁngﬁesﬂmg&smdmmesupeﬁuﬁtyminfmioﬂy,nfﬂmﬂ
uadiﬁmgletaioneinmdertuengagniathepoinﬂmamisenfemhﬁghing _
chronological priarities. Rather, the features of either wadition that scholars working
injustuneufﬂmntmdtntakefurgmmedmmttebﬂanyﬂ&ng but unproblematic:
in many cases they relate to key issues for our understanding of what “science” itself
meant for the society concerned. (From G.E.R.Lloyd, Adversaries and aughorities:
Investigations into ancient Greek and Chinese sclence, 1996).




