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This proposition, which 1 present here, 2lways takes its point of
departure from the one fundamental fact, that se long as life remains
immanent and is interpreted in its own terms, it knows enly of an un-
ceasing struggle of these gods with onc another. Or speaking directly,
the ultimately possible attitudes toward life are irreconcilable, and
hence their struggle can neves be brought to a final conclusion. Thus
it is_peeessary_to_make a decisive_choice, Whether, under such condi.
tions, science _is_a_worth while_‘vocation’ for_somecbody, and whether
scicnce itself has an objectively valuable *vocaiion’ are again value judg-
ments about wh:gb_g_@b_igg_m be smd in the lecture-room. To affirm
the value of science is a prt:uppomtmn for teaching there. I personally
by my very work answer in the affirmative, and I 2lso do so from
precisely the standpoint that hates intellecrualism as the worst devil, as
youth does taday, or ustally only fancies it does. In that case the
word holds for these youths: ‘Mind you, the devil is old; grow old to
understand him.' ‘This does not mean age in the sense of the birth
certificate, Tt means that if one wishes to setile with this devil, one must

. not take to flight before him as so many like to do nowadays, First of
- all, one has to see the devil’s ways to the :-.nd in order to realize his power

and his limitations.
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If one looks at all closely at the middle of our ows) century, the
cvents that ocoupy us, owr customs, our achicvenients and even our
topics of conversation, it is difficult not o see thar 2 very remarkable
change in several respects has come in our idcas; 2 change which, by its
rapidity, seems to us to foreshadow another stll greater. Time zlone
will tell the aim, the nature and the lmits of this revolution, whose in-
conveniences and advantages our posteriey will recognize better than
We can.
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If the present state of our knowledge is examnined without bias, the
progtess of philosophy amongst us cannot be gainsaid, Natural science
acquires new tiches daily; geometry, pushing back its boundaries, has
illuminated the parts of natural philosophy nearest to it; the true nature
of the world has been discovered, developed and perfected; the same
wisdom that had fixed the movements of celestial bodies has turned its
aetention to the bodies which surround us; by applying, or trying to
apply geometry to the study of these bodies, it las been possible to
perceive and determine the advantages and the misuses of this method;
i a word, from the earth to Satum, from the history of the heavens to
that of insects, natural philosophy has changed irts face. Wich it, almost
all the other sciences have taken on a new shape, as indeed they naust.

~ = = the invention and the use of a new method of philosophy, the
kind of enthusiasmt that accompanics discoveries, a certain grandeur of
1deas that the spectnclc af the universe induces in us, all these causcs have
brought about a lively intelleerual ferment. This feoment, active in
every sense by its nature, has turned its attention with a sort of violence
to everything that comes before i, like a river chat has burst its banks.
Now men seldom come back to a subject they have long nicglected
except to revise, for better or for worse, acceptedideas. = « = = Thus
from the principles of the sccular sciences to the foundations of revela-
tian, from metaphysics to matters of taste, from music to morality,
from the scholastic disputes of theologians to commercial subjects, from
the rights of princes to those of peoples, from natural law to the arbi-
trary laws of nations, in a word fronr those quostions whick rouch us
most deeply to those which concern us least, everything has been dis-
cussed, analysed or at feast brought into question, The fruit or the con-
sequence of this general intellectual excitement has been to throw new
light on some subjects and a new shadow on others, just as the effecr of
the ebb and How of the sea is to cast some objects on the shore and to
carry others away.
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