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PART 1 VOCABULARY AND READING COMPREHENSION 30 MOHNTS
Fur each guestion, chonse the letter ol the most appropriste answer scoording to the reading

Reading 1

For many years Buenos Aires was Latim Amenca’s largest cily, until it was gvertaken by (1}
burgeoning Mexico City and San Pauln. But the metropotis on the Rio de la Plata with s eloven
million inhabitants s sull jegaeded ws Ibertan Amenca’s most (1) urbane city, and in spite of
Mexico Criy's best efforts, Buecnos Aircs remains the most important cultural center an Hispani-
Ammerica, as well as (he capilal of Hispano-American literature.

On Saturdays and Sundays pecple from all aver the ity gather in the large square in front of
ihe cemetery to watch the strest entertaners and arists. Peopice sit in the (3) opmarket cafes La
Biela and De 1a Paix to sce and be seen The Recoleta distiict is the place to fAind the most elegant
Argentinian women. They shoghom themselves wno chic pants gnd skins and are past mistresses
of the difficult art of moving gracefully or provocatively in high heels. The streets of La Recoleta
are redolent with the latest perfumes from Pars.

In the south of the city, on the other hand, in the districts of La Boca or San Lelmo,
“gverything.” i the wards of a popular tango song, “smells of kguor and the other wonderful
vices of thiz world ™ [n the ol days, the locals used to carry & guitar and keep a knife within easy
reach These days, they still have a guitar, but they generally leave the kpife at home

Al might poople who know the city well congregate tn San Telmu and the other scuthern
districts—m La Boca, for instance, the old harbor district where there is 2 marked ltafian
influence. Hete the yuitar and the bandgneon reign supreme; this is tango terftory The tango
originated in the suburbs. Tt provide homesick immigrants fiom CGalivia and Calabria (4) small-
time crooks and happy-go-lucky dancing girls with a vehicle for their longings and melanchoty
emotions, or male boasting and seductive female charms. From here the tangs moved to the inner-
city cabarets. The girls trom the suburbs and the villages on the pampas became miliongeras. night
clut dancers and (5) women of ensy virtue, whe were praised, condemned and piticd in popular
tango Iyrics as “flowers of the night, luxury and desire” and as “flowers of the swamp and the
vabaret.”

Avemida Corrienfes 15 abuzz with after hours mighttife Many vafes slay upen late, and the
puTtencs love to sit in them until well into the night. deep in discussion There's Tortini's, for
example, one of the oldest and best preserved. In the [220s, 10s, and 405, 31 ways the intcllectuals”
favorue hangout, and it remains a center of the music and artistic scene Adter 3 predonged
exchange of views in a cafe, people like to take a long stroll through the ciy, then buy the Tinst
edition of the roming paper in Avenida Corrientes and catch up on the latest news befare poing
home for a wellcamed, albeit seunewhat belated. night's slesp

I {a) bustling 2. {a) sophisticared
{&) growing rapidly (b} city-like
(c) more mmflusntial )] large

(d) becomung richer fd} polluted
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1 {4y in 4 disinet abowve the market 4 {a} part-fime restaurant workers
(b} on the second Noor of the markeiplace {B) temporary sImgers
(&) ouldonr {&) perty thieves
d) expensive (dy shon-term residends

5. {2} promuscuous Wwomen
(b} relaxed women
(£} VICTLOWSE Woneh
(d) sophisticzred wornen

6. Onthe streets of La Recolela one can
{a) buy fashionable perfume,
(b} buy alder perfume.
{c) smell perfume.
(d) sample periume

7. Inthe Recoleta disinen we can expoct (o 58 women
{a} wearing tighl clothes and high heels.
(b} wearmg fashionable clothes and low shoes.
() walking with difbiculty in high hesls.
(d) all Bf the abave.

8. inthe districts of La Bocs and San Telmn
fa) it i less dangerous Lhan it used to be.
(b} music is played frequently.
(L] prostitutes are availahle
(d) all olnbe abowve

Y. What can we find out aboul the tango from the reading?
{a} it onginated among lower class inumigrants Erom Spain and laly.
(b it 1s a kmd of daoce,
{C} It I% very prapulac
{d) all of the above

10 The last paragrapgh tells us o
(a; prople like to take a long walk around the city to see ditferent gafes,
(b} people stay up untlk alimost dawn,
(&) people slecp late,
fd) all of the ahowve,

Reading 2
ilang Keng's History: Ao Open Bonk
Change, historic and ordinary, awats Hong Kong as Chinese nule approaches. Colonial
privilege, attitudes and instincls are giving way to Ching's desires and demands. The vocalulary
and warld view of colunialism are fading - from Hong Kong's classtooms, even from Lhe spontimg
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ground. Sun Yat-sen, the first Chinese revolutionary of the century, never, ever, cooperated with
warlards, it appears. Badgers and foxes, the fauna of the Bonsh shires, are passe. Pandas and
goldett monkeys are to be preferred. Ne one is to refer to the governor anymore;, he's being
replaced by a chuef execurive. And forpet the backstroke After July 1 the terntory’s swimmoers
will be doing the penae wing—the “lace-up swim.” Hong Kong's schools are preparing for the
new order: adopling mainland expressions, tevising school textbuoks, ousing muore an things
Cluncse,

For several years. Hong Kong's educational Dureaucracy has been workmy on revigions of
lextbooks for the terplomy’s 932,165 students And it el would have happensid lirgely ot of
pubrlic: view " China's (oreign mimzter bad nol staked out his own views lagl week on what
childeen here should be tangld "The conbents of some lextbooks auerently used m Hong Kang do
not accord wigh history or reatily, are nol suited tw the changes alter 1997, contradicl the sprit of
‘ohe country . twa systems’ and the RBase Law, and must be revised,” the forgign minister, han
thchen, told Chinese legislators, ceferring to the shorthand for Hong Kong's autunomy and the
miconstitution for the temtory. Mr {Han, who has overseen the creation of the new povernment
fin Hung Kong, offered no details on offending texts or passages. And there were no suggestions
that Hoog Kong embrace the sharply skewed versions of ustory and pelitics promulgated by texts
wsed o maidand Chinese schoots. Bur his comments made people jittery because ne one knows
st how 1he new Chinese adminiatcators will treal the teaching of history. For now, at least, many
penple were pretiy sure they knew whatl Mr Ouan was tallang about

“Orne of the textbooks used here explams the reasen why Hong Kong was ceded 1o the
Hritish 130 years apo was because of a clash of Fasiern and Western cultures. or because (he
Hrtish wished to do business and the Qing, dyhasty didl not,” said Tsang Yok Sing, the principal of
i [oval left-leaning high school and leader of a pro-Reipmy politics] party. “No oplum sales were
mentioned in that textbook.”

While Hong Kong schools wall still be permitted 10 choose whalever texts they wish, and
though most textuai changes are relatively minor. some people here expressed alarm m the toreign
minister's statement. “What we think 15 that lHong Kong is 2 free society.” said Cheung Man
Kwong, the chairman of the union representing Hong Kone's 63 004 teachers and a member of
Lhe: temitery’s legislature. “Every publisher bas the right to publish what he wants ‘There will be
ditferent views of history Ifyou are a eeacher, you are free to choose what text you want.”

Hong Kong textbook publishers seem tlustered by the political skirmashing. “Why are the
foreign press making such a fuss about this?" asked Richard Bemard at Oxford University Pross.
"Testhuoks are subject to revision every year These are minor tcchnical changes related 10 the
handover * Tlong Kong's schools are not now required (o use any particular textbook  Publishers
ceupete to sell their books to schools, which may pick fearn a list recommended by the Education
Deparment or may gnere the list. MNevertheless, al some publishers, polincal concems ar
creepmg in. Al one small publishing house, Kwan Cheuk-fung, 23, wanried cver his editing of a
junior-high-school hisiory text. The author had described Sun Yat-sen’s early twentieth-cenlury
organizing and had sirayed, perhaps unwittingly, into a minefield Hun, the author wroze.
“cooperated” with China’s wardords while Wying to unite the country. “The author used the
wrong wording,” said Mr. Kwan, whose penal solved the problem. “We must be concerned with
this pulitical point. We must find some suitable word. Sun Yat-sen was 1the father ol fke conntry,
but if' we gay he joited up with the watlords, then this will affect the image of ban Inoow Chmese
Ristorey, the wardords are bad guys.” So out went “conperated” and in went "obiained belp from ™
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According o the reading, some people are oot worried about the chaeges in Hong Kong's
textbooks because 0

{a} they are sure what Mr Otan was talking ahout.

{h} they believe the chenges will be minor.

{€] they e nuat think thar the textbooks used in mainland schools are bad

id) all o the 3hove.

From the examples given of changes in Hong Kong's texthooks we learn chal s
(2} references th animals commonly found in Britain are hemg replaced 1w Chinese animals
(b) English spouts terms are being replaced by cquivalent Chinesc terms
() individual words are being changed.

{d} all of the ahowve,

Tsang Yok Sing's comments are uoed to g . thedea of textbonk revision
{#] suppodt fb) caticize {c) expand {d) reduce

The: title of the article Houg Komg s Hiveery: A Cdoen Besok slggests ko the reader {hat
ta) surrently ao mierpretations of history are suppressed in Hong Kung,

(b} 1he future of historical interpretation in Hong Kang has ¥Ct 1o be detormined

(¢} the upposite may he true in fuyre,

(dy all of the above.

- Hagcht now in Hong Kong (hefore July 1, 19973 who detenimines what textbooks are usedl in

each glassnoom”

{&) the Education Departmeni
{b} the govemor

(+) mdividual tcachers

(d) smdividual publishers

PART 2 COMPOSITION 20 POINTS

In [0 words or more, explain what vou think the tale of refigion sioudd be i anodern Tamwan
BOCICT Y.
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