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1. TPhilosophy is writtenn in this grand book, the universe, which stands
contirually open to cur gaze. But the book cannot be understood unless one first
learns to comprehend the language and read the letters in which it is composed. It
is written in the language of mathematics, and its characters are triangles, circles,
and other geometric figures withoul which it is humanly impossible to
understand a single word of if; without this one wonders about it in a dark
Iabyrinth,

2. In the Middle Ages, Dante's {(1265-1321) universe in his great epic poem, The
Divine Comedy, represented the blending of ancient Greek and medieval
Christian cosmplogies. In The Dirine Comedy the earth was naturaily at the
center of the universe. Paradise was reached by passing through the eight celestial
spheres of the stars, from the moon {first sphere] to the fixed stavs (eight sphere)..
These eight celestial spheres were surrounded by the ninth, the Prinum Mebile {
WEIR) | which controlled the whole universe, and the tenth, the Empyrean {
KEER} | God's throne.

3. Nevertheless all these achievements did not bring Chinese to the level of
Galileo, Harvey and Newton. After a certain stagnaton in the Ynan and Ming
dynasies it becomes quite evident that apart from some unforeseen train of
events beyond historical probability, Chinese civilisation was not going to produce
tnodern’ theorectical science. At the end aof the sixteenth century lhe first
emissaries of post-Renaissance occidental civilisation reached the Chinese capital,
and Chinese scholars were invited to join with European colleagues in assisting
the 'new, or experimental, philosophy' i its transformation of the world.
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4. We must net forget that the psychological, psychiatric, medical
category of horoseguality was constituted from the moment 1i was
ghara- cterized --Westphal's article ef 1370 on “cdohtrary sexual
sensations” can stand as its date of birth-- less by a type of
séxual relations than by a certard dquality of sexua] sensihilify,
a certain. way of iIpverting the pasculine and the feminine in
oneself. Homosexuality appéared ds one of the ferms of sExualit¥
wheli it was transeosed frém the wractice of sodomy onto a kied o
irterior androgyny, a hermaphrodiss of the soul. The Sodomite had:
heen a temporary aberration; the homosexual was now a species.
[Miehel Foucauit: The History of Sexuality]

5. The Manhattan Project was....a scientific venture predicated
not  on openness; but on its cpposiie. on ahsalute secreby, Hardly
an- open -book that anyone could read, Los Alamos had an interior.
And what was produted out of this interierity was "Oppenlicimer's
baby"-- a baby with a father, but no mother. As Brian Easlea has
amply documented, the wmetaphor of pregnancy and birth bétame the
prevailing metaphor Surrounding the production and the ﬁestin%,
first, of the atomic heonb, and, later, of the hydromen bosmbh. If
the A:bomb was Oppedheimer’s baby, the H-boamb was "Teller™s baby. "™
The #etapkor of birth vas used fdot only as a precantionary cade
but also as a mode of descriptien that was fully ewbraced by the
phygivists Al Los Alamos, by the government, and ultimately by the
ub%é? al  lerge. [Evelyn Fox Keller: Secrets of Life. Secrets of
gat
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¥hat., do you think; are the relationship between Vestern history
ng sc;nn:e}gnd the history of Chinese science (not Chinese History
ol Ft1eneptd
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