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Mow the dream of global vhity is not new. It goes back to
those universat empites — of Hammurabi and Alexander,
Justiman and Haron al-Rashid, Genghis Kbhzn and Charles
¥, Napoleon and the British Empire — which saw and pro-
claimed themselves to be the carriers of civilization and re-
garded others as backward savages and barbarians. They too
presented themselves as universal sacred civilizations, hold-
ing sway over the knowe wotdd and carried through an elite
language and a ‘high’ culture that kpew no boundaries —
despite the fact that the great mass of their populations lived
their lives in muoch smaller culturat orbits, only mtermitrently
touched by these great traditions,

Today, of course, this old-fashioned imperialism has been
invalidated, driven back by an asscrtive nationalism, chough
not abalished, The devoiees of a global culture are far from
desiring any association with such aspications, even in their
mildest cultiral variznts, Their cultural relanivism and their
forthright ecumenical cosmopolitanism stand in sharp op-
position not only to a divisive nationalism, but alse to ag-
gressive and ssif-aggrandizing imperialisms of all kinds.
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The Pacific Age in World History

FEKEA KOIHONEN

The idea of the world's economic | npalitical, and cultural
cefter maving from Europe to the Pacific region is already more
than 100 years old. The term Pacific Age was coined in Japan in
1892, and around the turn of the century the idea was discussed
in the United States and Australia. During the 1920s it became a
catchword among Pacific liberal intellectuals, but the gloom of
the 1930s ended the vision. In 1967 the idea reappeared in
connection with the eterping Pacific inlegration process, and
raptd econemic development in east Asia has kept the optimistic
vision alive since then.
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