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LET us begin with the Industrial. Revolution,” that 1s to say
with Britain. This is at first sight a capricious starting-point,
for the repercussions of this revolution did not make thems-
selves felt in an obvious apd unmistakable way—sat any rate
outside England—until quite late in our period; certainly
not before 1830, probably wot before {840 or thereabouts,
It is only in the 1830s that literature and the arts began
o be overtly haunted by that rise of the capitalist society,
that world in which all social bonds crumbled except the
implacable gald and paper ones of the cash nexus (the
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phrase comes from Carlyle), Balzac’s Gomddie Humaine,:
the most extraordinary literary monument of its rise, belongs
to that decade, It is not until about 1840 that the great atteam

. of official and unofficial literature on the social effects of tha
Industrial Revolution begins to flow; the inajor Bluebooka -
and statistical enquiries in Eaogland, Villermé's Tgbleau
de ['diat physique et moral des ouvriers, Engels's Condition
of the Working Class In England, Ducpetiaux's work in Bel-
gium, and scores of troubled or appalled observers from Ger-
many to Spain and the USA. It was not until the 1840s that
the proletariat, that child of the Industrial Revolution, and
Communism, which was now attached. to its social move-
ments—the spectre of the Communist Manifesto—walked
&cross the Continent. The very name of the Industrial Revo-
lution reflects its relatively tardy impact on Europe. The -
thing existed in Britain before the word, Not until the
1820s did English and French socialists—themselves an un-
precedented group-—inveat it, probably by analogy with the -

~ political revolution of France,’ ) '
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