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A. Reading Comprehension: (25 points)

Please read the following passage by Alan T. Wood (Limits to Autocracy, p.11) and

answer the questions in English that follow.

“The accusation that Confucianism was used to stunt the development of pluralistic

institutions may very well be true. Rulers in China as elsewhere around the world
have frequently manipulated doctrine to suit their own purposes. Nevertheless,
Confucianism was a house of many mansions and also served to limit the central

power whose expansion it is accused of fostering. In rejecting Confucianism, modern

detractors may well be turning their backs on a lifeboat that could offer them at least
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temporary refuge, if not transportation to some more sheltered harbor in the future.
The danger is that, by dwelling on the authoritarian uses to which Confucianism has
been put by centralizing governments in the past, some contemporary scholars may
have come greatly to underestimate the beneficial role that Confucian ideas have
played through the long course of Chinese history. Confucianism may have been used
to expand the power of the state, but it also provided moral limits to that power (limits,

it is worth noting, that its totalitarian successors have ruthlessly ignored).”
Question 1: What is the main point of this passage? (15 points)

Question 2: According to the author, what are the major misunderstandings that

contemporary scholars have of Confucianism? (10 points)
B. Translation: (25 points)

Please translate the following passage by Hal Brands and Francis J. Gavin (“The
Historical Profession is Committing Slow-motion Suicide,” War of the Rocks,

December 10, 2018) into Chinese.

“A recent study confirms a disturbing trend: American college students are
abandoning the study of history. Since 2008, the number of students majoring in
history in U.S. universities has dropped 30 percent, and history now accounts for a
smaller share of all U.S. bachelor’s degrees than at any time since 1950. Although all
humanities disciplines have suffered declining enrollments since 2008, none has
fallen as far as history. And this decline in majors has been even steeper at elite,

private universities — the very institutions that act as standard bearers and

gate-keepers for the discipline. The Study of history, it seems, is itself becoming a

relic of the past.”
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C. Composition: (25 points)

Please write a short essay explaining your interest in history.
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