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+ The American philosopher of science Thomas Kuhn (1922-1996) in

his book The Structure of Scientific Revolutions (1962) argued that
the development of scientific knowledge can be described as a chain
of “scientific revolutions”. In his earlier book The Copernican
Revolution (1957) Kuhn provided a detailed analysis of the so-called
“Copernican revolution” (called so after N. Copernicus).

Answer the following questions:

1. Why the theory of Copernicus was better than the astronomical
theories that existed before him?

2. Why the theory of Copernicus can be called “revolutionary”?
Explain it using Kuhn’s theory of “scientific revolutions”, if you
are familiar with it, or provide your own explanation.

(2 7/NRE » 3£ 33%)

(58)



