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The famous historian of Chinese science J. Needham (1900-1995)
stated that the development of science in China was stimulated by
Daoist philosophy. Later, Nathan Sivin (b. 193 1) claimed that there
was no relationship between science and Daoism in China.

1. What are the arguments that can be used to support Needham’s
claim? (If you are familiar with Needham’s arguments, briefly
present them and evaluate them critically; if you are not familiar
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with them, present your own arguments to support his idea);

2. What are the arguments that can be used to support Sivin’s claim?
(If you are familiar with Sivin’s arguments, briefly present them
and evaluate them critically; if you are not familiar with them,
present your own arguments to support his idea).

3. What is your own opinion concerning the connections between
science and religion in China (“religion” here can mean Daoism,
Buddhism, or Confucianism)? Provide arguments to support your
viewpoint.
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