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(A) Composition (25 points)
An August 2013 study led by Ethan Kross, a psychologist at the University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, concluded that “the more you use Facebook, the sadder you get.” What

do you think? Write a short English composition, in about 200 words, to respond.

(B) Translate the following two texts into Chinese (25 points each)

(1) For most human beings, children and adults both, the dominant consideration in
litfe until modern times was purely, unrelievedly economic. In poorer households —
and that is what most homes were, of course — every person was, from the earliest
possible moment, a unit of production. John Locke, in a paper for the Board of Trade
in 1697, suggested that the children of the poor should be put to work from the age
of three, and no one thought that unrealistic or unkind.

In the worst circumstances, children were sometimes given the most
backbreaking of jobs. Those as young as six, of both sexes, were put to work in mines,
where their small frames allowed them access to tight spaces. Because of the heat
and to save their clothes, they often worked naked. (Grown men also traditionally
worked naked; women usually worked naked to the waist.) For much of the year,
those who worked in mines never saw sunlight, which left many stunted and weak
from vitamin D deficiencies.

~ Bill Bryson, At Home: A Short History of Private Life (New York: Doubleday,
2010), p. 410.

(2) The use of eunuchs to guard and serve grand rulers goes back to ancient Egypt
and China. In common with the great medieval empire of Japan and the Muslim
Caliphate, Byzantium aiso employed eunuchs, whose high-pitched, unbroken voices,
childishly soft skin, hairless bodies and elongated limbs added to the exotic elements
of court life. These castrated men — a third sex, neither male nor female — who could
not produce their own families, were trusted to attend to the Byzantine emperor and
empress, to protect the women of the ruling dynasty and to run court ceremonial. In

Muslim countries, they frequently guarded the sacred shrines of Islam. And in
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imperial China, right up to the twentieth century, poor men continued to offer
themselves for castration in order to obtain a court position. The phenomenon of
court eunuchs has a global history and Byzantine practice was not unusual among

hierarchical, imperial governments.

— Judith Herrin, Byzantium: The Surprising Life of a Medieval Empire (Princeton
University Press, 2007), pp. 160-161.



