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(A) Composition (30 points)

An American professor recently noted, "Going to graduate school is a suicide mission.”
What do you think of this remark? Is it true in Taiwan? Write a composition in English, in
about 200 words, to give your views.

(B) Translate the following two texts into Chinese

Text A (23 points)

There is only a single sentence devoted to music in the fourteen hundred pages of William
James’s Principles of Psychology, which treats virtually every other aspect of human
perception and thought; and looking through biographies of him, I can find no reference to
music. Ned Rorem, in his diary Facing the Night, observes something similar with Henry
James — that there is almost no mention of music in his novels, or in biographies of him.
Perhaps the brothers grew up in a musicless household. Could lack of exposure to music
In one’s earliest year cause a sort of emotional amusia, as lack of language in the critical
period may undermine linguistic competence for the rest of one’s life?

— Oliver Sacks, Musicophilia: Tales of Music and the Brain (Revised and Expanded; New
York: Vintage Books, 2008), p. 320-321.

Text B (20 points)

He never said a word to us about the years he’d been away. Not one word. He never talked
about politics, or his arrest, or how he had lost all his teeth. He never mentioned his
loyalty hearing before the Alien Enemy Control Unit. He never told us what it was,
exactly, he’d been accused of. Sabotage? Selling secrets to the enemy? Conspiring to
overthrow the government? Was he guilty as charged? Was he innocent? (Was he even
there at all?) We didn’t know. We didn’t want to know. We never asked. All we wanted to
do, now that we were back in the world, was forget.

— Julie Otsuka, When the Emperor Was Divine (New York: Viking, 2002), p. 133.

(End)



