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LCRADUATE A

PART I: Idencifications {2

20%

Please identify the author of the following quotations from the pool of names below
Henry Longfeliow, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Maxine Hong Kingston, Henry David Thoreau, Fzra
Pound, W. E. B. Du Bois, Frederic Douglas, John Crevecoeur, T. 5. Eliot, Walt Whitman.
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“Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am I ca

‘What have I, or those I represent, to do with your national in
principles of politica

A
151

Independence, extende
to the national altar, and to confess t

resulting from your independem@ to us?... This F

rejoice, / must mourn.”

“In this distribution of functions, the scholar is the deleg

is, Man Thinking. 1Inthe dege@erm@ state, when the vic

E"S

by
oo
et
&,
=
o
P
("a

de

Hed upont

gated intellect.

o7 every atom

Py
<

it my eas

is]

to-day?

=)
e

he blessings

You may

In the right state, he

m of society, he tends to become a

mere thinker, or, still worse, the parrot of other men’s thiakmg.”
5. “The apparition of these faces in the crowd; / Petals on a wet, black
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“April is the cruelest month, breeding /I
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desire, stirring / Dull roots with spring rain. / Winter kept us
forgetful snow, feeding / A little life with dried tubers.”
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new rank he holds. He becomes an American by being received

and posterity will one day cause great changes in the world.”

9. “Tell me not, in mournful numbers, / Life is but an empty dream! / For the soul is dead that

1

is not its goal: / Dust thou art, to dust returnest, / Was not spoken of the soul.”
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devote pages of paper to her, though not origamied into houses and clothes. 1 do not think

she always means me well. 1 am telling on her, and she was a spite suicide, drowning hers

in the drinking water. The Chinese are always very frightened of the drowned one, whose
] hi

weeping ghost, wet hair hanging and skin bloated, waits silently by the water to pull down a

substitute.”

PART I1: Fssay Ouestions {65%)

Fl

Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability. Please also notice that you
CANNOT use the same text for both quesiions.

1. Imagine that you are asked to give a presentation on American literature in a high school

classroom. You have 60 minutes to explain to the students what American literature is and

how it is related to our life in Taiwan. You need to give a g%eraﬁ introduction to explain

what American literature is and why 1t is important to study it, and provide at least THREE
examples to back up your argument.

i
American literature is all about and in what ways it 1s relevant to our society. (35%)

d@ubie-mng@musnes& this sense of always mmdng at one’s self through the eves of others, of

measuring one’s soul by the ools on in amused contempt and pitv.”
8. “He is an American, who, ancient prejudices and manners, receives

in the broad lap of our great

Alma Mater. Here individuals of all nations are melted into a new race of men, whose labors

slumbers, / And Thing not what they seem. / Life is real—Ilife is earnest— / And the grave

10. “My aunt haunts me—her ghost drawn to me because now, after fifty vears of neglect, 1 alone
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In other words, you need to explain to the students what
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2. A public intellectual in the 19205 America, Randoiph Bourne argues—in hig essay

“Trans-National America,” originaliy published in Atlanric Monithly in July 1916—that

5

America is coming to be,

with the other lands, of v

to thwart this weaving, o
strands, is false to this co Qpﬁiiﬁz&n vision.” What do you think sbout this comment? Do
you agree with or éisag:fee with Bourne’s observation in the 192087 Please comment on the
idea of “trans-nationality” as a theme in American literature by using at least TWO literary

examples. That is, in what texts can we see the representations of “trans-nationality” and

1

how is that characteristic of Americe as a nation, culture, and empire? (30

PART I11: Statement of Purnose {15%)
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Please idamify a theme, mbﬁ%ﬂ, and/or pmb%mmi& in American literature that you would like
lease explain why
to draw on any
other literary and c:uhum knowledge y"w have and try to articulate a feasible project as clearly
and cogently as possible.  You can imagine your answer as a statement of purpose that outlines a
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future critical project on American literary and cultural studies.




