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Eead the passage helow and then write on the ancwer sheet 2

respanse tg each of the following quesTians. Ba sure Lo Wie ¥Our
OWTl WeLds in ¥our writing.

Yassaqe

WY mein concearn in this chapter 15 with the syllabus az the
tormulation of pedagpgic gewals. But it is important to recognize
that the syllabus is also an instrument of educational policy. The
geals  awre formulated ot only  in  reference  to pedagogic
cifertiveness but alsc in accordance with ideclogical positions
concerning the nature of educaticon 1in general,. what Clark reters tao
a5 "educational value systems™ (1987T:.

Formul education can be defined as a superimpnsed second=-order
culture which consistu of schemes of ooneeptual organization and
Behaviour designed to supplement the first-order progesses of the
priimary sorialization of family uvupbringiog. As such its purpose is
to give ideas, Attitudes, actions. beliefs. and so on. a4 shape
Which they would not otherwise Nave, 50 as Lo prepars learners o
participate in areas gl social life bevoend their immediate
covironment and to extend the range of theipr individual experiance.

The relative welightiog wialsh is given Lo each of toese general
educational provisioas, fer future social role on the cone hand and
Zor persconal development on the other, will depend opn how Jdiffercnt
policies interpret the general purpeses of educaticn. Some. for
prample. Will foous attenticn on future sccial Tole, define this in
speclfic occupotipnal terms, and seek ©o direct the curriculum
towards Tae satlsfacsion of prejected manpower needs. In this case.
s¥llabuses will ba designed 1o he accountable %o measures of
ntility and wilill bBe, to use the terms borrowed from Bernstein,
"position-griented". Syllabuses to meet the needs of English for
any octher langudage) for ocpecifiec puruoses would be of this kind.
Other peolicies will he more favourably fisposed taowards the
individual, aliow for a greater degree of divergence and selif-
Teglization ang incline to "person-ocriantation.

The s¥llabus realizes edurational policy and at the same time
it realized by pedagugic methedology. what happens when the two are
incompatible? Consider, for example., a case where educational
Dolicy is gesighned to prepare pupils to f£it into an established
sorial prder. Such & positivn-eriented policy would set a high
premium on gonformity. and this would bDe incompatible with =&
methodology wiich was person-oriented and encouraged independeantL
initiatives in learning. Conversely. one might have aood reasosn tao
Suppose That & persvn-oriented nethodelogy with an emphasis
vask-based discovery is to be favoured on the grounds that it is
more effactive in the promotion of learning.  But this might run
couller Lo a prevallinyg position-criented sducational policy wnizh
called for coenfermity and submission to teachar control.
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As I argue later ir this chapter. the teachar is5 not bound to
Liulerpret the syllapus in linge with its intentions: methodology can
always find some room for manseuvre. Heverthaless the intluance of
Poiloy is powerful and cannot be digregarded, particularly. of
Course, Decduse examinations assess the syllabus which embodies 1t,
and not Lhe methodology. Furthermore, to the extent that policy 1s
intormed by an established educational orthodoaxy, it is likely To
reflect preveailing expectatiopns and attitudes an Lhe part of beth
teachers and learncrs, not only in respect of the lanquage subiect
but also ip respact of other subjects on the curriculum. Qpe cannot
BXpect that learpers will take readily to modes gf oehaviouwr in Lhe
language class which are at variance with those which are promcted
in their pther lessonsg.

Thne general peint 1o be mads relates To the discussion in the
Second chapter of Thiis boox: 1L is that pedagqogic propesals have
always to ke raferred to socicr-cultural factors  io particular
educatignal EBettings. Whatever good reasons Lhere may La Lor
advpling a pedagogy of person-orientation, one has to Feecognaze
Lhat there are socleties, and eduycaticnal syYstens which serve then,
for which this is a dangerous doctrine. Tha gesign of a syllabus

and its ipplementation by mean: of metnodaslogy can never be simply
a yedagoglye matter.

Puestions

i. According to the author, what ic a syllabus? [15%)

2. The autlor defines formed educatiocn s a "superimposed socond-
order culture which consists of schemes of conoeptial erganization
and behaviour designed To supplement the first=order processes of
the prirary sccializatior of family uporinging." Expla:p what he
means in this sentence and provide an examBle oI now this concept
may apnly in Jaily Zifte. [15%)

<. TDoes the author appear to favor eitheor a Rerson~orientad or a
positipn-griented sylilabus? Explain your answer. (15%)

4. .Write a paragraph or two to copclude this passage. {153%)

3. Buggest & title for this Passage and then explain yYowur choice.
{10%)
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When you divide a large group into calegories whose members share commen
characteristics, there will be some members that do not fit perfectly inte a category. For
itstance, you might classify politicians as liberals or conservatives, but s<ihes some
politicians may be liheral concerning some ey and conservative on others, it wouold
be wize to admit any variztiony or complications in the clagsification. It is also a good
idea to note what the primary chamacteristics of the members are. For insance, do these
politicians vote conservative most of the tme? If so, then plucing them in the
conservatve category and mentioging that they voic lberally on sume wssues contd be
juestified




