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Part One Identifications 40%

Please identify the author of each of the following quotations from
the pool of names below.

Mark Twain Henry James Henry Adams T.S. Eliot

Ezra Pound Tennessee Williams Edgar Allan Poe
Walt Whitman Emily Dickinson Nathaniel Hawthorne
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Thomas Jefferson

Washing Irving Zora Neale Hurston Harriet Beecher Stowe
Herman Melville Langston Huges William Faulkner

Ralph Ellison William Cullen Bryant Jonathan Edwards

1. Seated calmly in this laboratory, the pale philosopher had
investigated the secrets of the highest cloud-region and of the
profoundest mines; he had satisfied himself of the causes that
kindled and kept alive the fires of the volcano; and had
explained the mystery of fountains, and how it is that they gush
forth, some so bright and pure, and others with such rich
medicinal virtues, from eh dark bosom of the earth.
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2. The mathematics are the science of form and quantity;
mathematical reasoning is merely logic applied to observation
upon form and quantity. The great error lies in supposing that
even the truths of what is called pure algebra, are abstract or
general truths. And this error is so egregious that | am
confounded at the universality with which it has been received.
Mathematical axioms are not axioms of general truth. What is
true of relation—of form and quantity—is often grossly false in
regard to morals, for example. '

3. Let us go then, you and I, / When the evening.is spread out
against the sky/ Like a patient etherized upon a table;/ Let us go,
through certain half-deserted streets,/ The muttering retreats/ Of

~ restless nights in one-night cheap hotels/ And sawdust
restaurants with oyster-shells:/ Streets that follow like a tedious
argument/ Of insidious intent

4. No, | am not a spook like those who haunted Edgar Allan Poe;
nor am | one of your Hollywood-movie ectoplasms. | am a man
of substance, of flesh and bone, fiber and liquids—and | might
even be said to possess a mind. | am invisible, understand,
simply because people refuse to see me.

5. He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its
most sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a distant
people who never offended him, captivating and carrying them
into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death
in their transportation thither.
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6. | looked at him steadfastly. His face was leanly composed; his
gray eye dimly clam. Not a wrinkle of agitation rippled him. Had
there been the least uneasiness, anger, impatience or
impertinence in his manner; in other words, had there been any
thing ordinarily human about him, doubtless | should have
violently dismissed him from the premises.

7. Publication—is the Auction/ Of the Mind of Man—Poverty—be
justifying/ For so foul a thing

Possibly—but We—would rather/ From Our Garret go/
White—Unto the White Creator—Than invest—Our Snow--
(Emily Dickinson)

8. | had at the same time, a very affecting sense how meet and
suitable it was that God should govern the world, and order all
things according to His own pleasure, and | rejoiced in it, that
God reigned, and that His will was done.

Part Two  Essay Questions 60%

1. Coming-of-age stories form a popular genre in American
Literature. Many such stories associate a national quality with -
a point-of-view character's depictions of how they grew up.
Choose two such works by American authors and discuss how
each is contextualized within a larger social and cultural setting.

2. A sense of the shattering of the American dream has contributed
a lot to the dramatic (theatrical) canon in the US. Give two
examples and discuss how each play problematizes values
associated with the American dream. :




