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Part I: Please choose TWO of the following critical statements. For each statement,

write a cogent short essay in which you assess its implications for literary and critical
studies. (60%)

(A) “Feminist theory has sought to understand the way 1n which systemic or pervasive
political and cultural structures are enacted and reproduced through individual acts and
practices, and how the analysis of ostensibly personal situations 1s clarified through
situating the issues in a broader and shared cultural context. Indeed, the feminist impulse,
and I am sure there 1s more than one, has often emerged 1n the recognition that my pain or
my silence or my anger or my perception 1s finally not mine alone, and that it delimits me
in a shared cultural situation which in turn enables and empowers me 1n certain
unanticipated ways.”

(B) “Enhightenment 1s man's emergence from his self-imposed immaturity. Immaturity 1s the
inability to use one’s understanding without guidance from another. This immaturity 1s
self-imposed when 1ts cause lies not mn lack of understanding, but in lack of resolve and
courage to use 1t without guidance from another. Sapere Aude! [dare to know| “Have
courage to use your own understanding!”—that 1s the motto ot enlightenment.”

(C) “Writing 1s working; being worked; questioning (in) the between (letting oneself be
questioned) of same and of other without which nothing lives: undoing death's work by
willing the togetherness of one-another, infinitely charged with a ceaseless exchange of
one with another — not knowing one another and beginning again only from what 1s most
distant, from self, from other, from the other within. A course that multiplies
transformations by the thousands...”

Part I1: The following passages are taken out of the beginning of The Republic, Book II1.
Please analyze it and attempt to explain in a short essay (as in Part 1) why Plato would
like to see “literature” in such a way. Please also include your own critique or
modification of his position. (40%)

Such then, I said, are our principles of theology—some tales are to be told, and others are
not to be told to our disciples from their youth upwards, if we mean them to honour the gods
and their parents, and to value friendship with one another.

Yes; and I think that our principles are right, he said.

But if they are to be courageous, must they not learn other lessons besides these, and
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lessons of such a kind as will take away the fear of death? Can any man be courageous who
has the fear of death in him?

Certainly not, he said.

And can he be fearless of death, or will he choose death in battle rather than defeat and
slavery, who believes the world below to be real and terrible?

Impossible.

Then we must assume a control over the narrators of this class of tales as well as over the
others, and beg them not simply to revile but rather to commend the world below, intimating
to them that their descriptions are untrue, and will do harm to our future warriors.

That will be our duty, he said.

Then, I said, we shall have to obliterate many obnoxious passages, beginning with the
verses, '| would rather be a serf on the land of a poor and portionless man than rule over all

the dead who have come to nought.’

And we must beg Homer and the other poets not to be angry it we strike out these and
similar passages, not because they are unpoetical, or unattractive to the popular ear, but
because the greater the poetical charm of them, the less are they meet for the ears of boys and
men who are meant to be free, and who should fear slavery more than death.

Undoubtedly.

Also we shall have to reject all the terrible and appalling names which describe the world
below—Cocytus and Styx, ghosts under the earth, and sapless shades, and any similar words
of which the very mention causes a shudder to pass through the inmost soul of him who hears
them. I do not say that these horrible stories may not have a use of some kind; but there is a
danger that the nerves of our guardians may be rendered too excitable and effeminate by

them.
There 1s a real danger, he said.

Then we must have no more of them.

True.



