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(1) enable (7) advice (13) modify
(2) distinct (8) fundamentals  (14) pursued
(3) fitness (9) intersect (15) peers
(4) prime (10) pretended (16) believe
(5) fiction (11) cared about (17) welfare
(6) image (12) made fun of (18) difficult
1. This new scholarship will a large number of poor students to
attend university.
2. Ifyou don’t master the , you will never be able to read advanced
English.
3. The government official was concerned about the and

well-being of his constituents.
4.  The scholar his goal of translating all of Shakespeare’s plays with
unrelenting tenacity.

5. He published a great number of books in his

6. It is important to your expectations in accordance with
conditions.
7. The company hired a public relations firm to improve its , which

had been tarnished by a major scandal.

8. The two roads in three miles.

9. The man to like his boss in order to get a promotion.
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Laozi, the Chinese thinker to whom the Laozi is attributed, is a mysterious
figure. We don’t know when he lived, and there is debate over whether the Laozi was
even the name of a real person. Laozi in Chinese simply means “old master,” a
generic term that could refer to anyone. But in later eras, people attempted to define
the author of this compelling text. He was eventually portrayed as a great sage who
lived even before Confucius; some wild tales said he lived for three hundred years,
and others even claimed that he eventually traveled to India, where he was known as
the Buddha. Laozi would also come to be known as the founder of a school of
thought — and later an entire religious movement — called Daoism. One legend
portrays Laozi as an actual deity, a god who made the cosmos and whose revelations
eventually became the Laozi.

But Laozi did not found Daoism: the very term “Daoism” was not coined until
several centuries after the Laozi was written. The reason Laozi was retrospectively
considered to have been the founder of Daoism is because of the text’s frequent
references to the Way. |

Most of us, if we have heard of the Way, have some vague notions about what it
is. Think of a Chinese landscape painting: brush and ink deftly paint an image of
mist-covered mountains dotted subtly with trees and the occasional person, almost too

~small to see: a pilgrim who has taken solace in the vastness of the natural world. In
the West, we tend to interpret these paintings as representative of the human quest to
leave society and seek harmony in nature. The paintings appear to portray an
unchanging world to which humans must adjust to achieve inner calm and tranquility.

1. What is the point of the first paragraph?
a. To introduce Laozi
b. To argue that Laozi traveled to India
c. To claim that Laozi was an actual deity
d. To maintain that Laozi lived for 300 years
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2. When was Daoism founded?
a. Before Laozi
b. During Laozi’s lifetime
c. After Laozi
d. Several centuries prior to the Laozi
3. According to the above passage, which of the following statements is true?
a. Laozi lived before Confucius
b. Laozi was a pilgrim
c. Laozi was a famous painter
d. The dates when Laozi lived are unknown
4. What is the point of the last paragraph?
a. To describe Chinese landscape paintings
b. To describe how most people from the West understand the Way
c. To describe Chinese pilgrims -
d. To portray and unchanging world
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The section asking "Is Confucianism a 'religion?™ is on much rockier ground. It
reads more like an essay that is arguing a point than an encyclopedia entry.
Again, | don't doubt most of what it's saying, but it needs to be rephrased much
~more neutrally & backed up with sources supporting the discussion. It also
repeats itself and makes some POV (point-of-view) statements about Eastern &
Western definitions of religion. It also has far too many weasel words - "most
religions", "generally speaking”, "many Buddhists state", "scholarly,
comprehensive definitions", "ultimately”, "most definitely", etc.

The article contains two photos of Confucian temples but no discussion of their
function or history in the text. This badly needs to be addressed, as the pictures
implicitly contradict the message of the religion section. Wikipedia defines a
temple as "a structure reserved for religious or spiritual activities". If
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Confucianism is not a religion, why are there Confucian temples? There is an
article on Temple of Confucius, but it doesn't really address this either. It does
confirm that the temples are used for worship. Isn't that, by definition, a religious

activity?

From: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk%3AConfucianism#Citations & N
eutral Wording Required




