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Ancient Greek philosophy was divided into three sciences: physics,
ethics, and logic. This division is perfectly suitable to the nature of
the thing and one cannot improve upon it, except only by adding its
principle, in order in this way partly to secure its completeness and
partly to be able to determine correctly the necessary subdivisions.

All rational cognition is either material, and considers some object,
or formal, and concerns itself merely with the form of the
understanding and of reason itself and the universal rules of thinking
in general, without distinction among objects. Formal philosophy is
called logic, but material philosophy, which has to do with
determinate objects and the laws to which they are subjected, is once
again twofold. For these laws are either laws of nature or of freedom.
The science of the first is called physics, and that of the other is ethics;
the former is also named ‘doctrine of nature’, the latter ‘doctrine of
morals’. '

(4043 (H2 B Immanuel Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals)
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Al the objects of human reason or enquiry may naturally be
divided into two kinds, to wit, Relations of Ideas, and Matters of
Fact. Of the first kind are the sciences of Geometry, Algebra, and
Arithmetic; and in short, every affirmation, which is either
intuitively or demonstratively certain. That the square of the
hypothenuse is equal to the square of the two sides, is a proposition,
which expresses a relation between these figures. That three times
five is equal to the half of thirty, expresses a relation between these
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numbers. Propositions of this kind are discoverable by the mere
operation of thought, without dependence on what is any where
existent in the universe. [...]

Matters of fact, which are the second objects of human reason, are
not ascertained in the same manner; nor is our evidence of their truth,
however great, of a like nature with the foregoing. The contrary of
every matter of fact is still possible; because it can never imply a
contradiction, and is conceived by the mind with the same facility
and distinctness, as if ever so conformable to reality. That the sun
will not rise tomorrow is no less intelligible a proposition, and
implies no more contradiction, than the affirmation, that it will rise.
We should in vain, therefore, attempt to demonstrate its falsehood.
Were it demonstratively false, it would imply a contradiction, and
could never be distinctly conceived by the mind.

(60 43)(H3 8 David Hume, An Enguiry concerning -Human Understanding) (¥&7R: to
wit = namely, =R » 5i/2& » hypothenuse: HA=FERIREE « square: 7 -
ascertain: HESE o contradiction: ZFfF o conformable: JEFEHY - —EHY)



