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1. Please read the following passages and answer the question in Chinese below.
- (25%)

...[The] Qing [government] ... understood that large and growing segments
of its population could never be expected to produce the food they consumed.
This included urbanites, the proliferating rural workforce engaged in transport
and other occupations, and the growing percentage of agrarian households
who concentrated on production of nonfood or non-staple crops. In the
interest of feeding these people, the Qing strove to assure the unfettered flow
and exchange of grain and other foodstuffs between regions. Grain moved in
a predictable pattern from Hunan to the southwest, from Guangxi to coastal
Guangdong, and from Taiwan to mountainous and maritime Fujian. But the
most celebrated commercial grain shipments during the Qing were those that
fed the lower Yangzi region. During the Tang and Song dynasties it was the
empire’s premier grain surplus area, but since the sixteenth century the lower
Yangzi had become a highly urbanized region specializing in handicraft
industrialization and above all shifting to cotton and other commercial crops.
The delta’s massive grain deficit was met with interregional imports of grain
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from farther upriver in the Yangzi tributary system: from the Gan River valley
of Jiangxi, the Xiang river valley of Hunan, and the Red Basin of central
Sichuan—each distant region assuming new agricultural importance as
regions closer to the lower Yangzi progressively diversified and reduced the
amount of grain available for export. All of this long distance private
commerce was encouraged and protected by the state, in part by exempting it
from normal transport taxes. :

But the state did much more than this. Through its “ever-normal
granaries” the Qing attempted to ensure not only an adequate supply of grain
in all parts of its domain but also a stable and affordable price in local
markets. Such an ambitious and systematic effort to control regional and
temporal price fluctuations was unprecedented not only in China but probably
also in the rest of the world. Whereas historians once assumed that this
massively documented price-stabilization apparatus could never, from its
inception, have been more than a bureaucratic fiction, we now understand
that it had real force and actually worked remarkably well in the dynasty’s best
days. The intent was to protect the interests of grain producers by buying up
surplus grain on local markets when the price was at its lowest after the fall
harvest, and simultaneously to protect the interests of consumers by selling
this same grain when local market supplies were scarce in late winter and
early spring. Thus, by repeatedly buying low and selling high, the granaries
were self-Supporting, even profitable.

Moreover—and this was crucially important in the Qing’s economic
logic—price stabilization would be achieved not by price controls or even
giveaways of tax grain but by state participation in local markets themselves.
The Qing strategy was to use the market to control the market.... Price
stabilization had greatest force, by design, in regions such as northwest China
where the market was less developed and needed additional prodding. The
system’s ultimate decline had more to do with the growing ability of the
interregional commercial market to meet the empire’s need for grain than with
the declining capacities of the late Qing state.

(Source: William Rowe, China’s Last Empire: The Great Qing, Cambridge,
Mass.: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2009, p.55-56)
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Question: How did the Qing government keep grain prices affordable to local

people?

2. Please translate the following passage into Chinese: (25%)

The rule of law is one of those clichés of modern life which tends to be
invoked, even by lawyers, without much reflection on what it actually means.
The essence of it can be summed up in three points. First, public authorities
have no power to coerce us, other than what the law gives them. Second,
people must have a.minimum of basic legal rights. One can argue about what
those rights should be. But they must at least include protection from physical
violence and from arbitrary interference with life, liberty and property. Without
these, social existence is no more than an exercise of raw power. Third, there
must be access to independent judges to vindicate these rights, administer
the criminal law and enforce the limits of state power. At least as important as
these, however, is a clear understanding of what the rule of law does not
mean. It does not mean that every human problem and every moral dilemma
calls for a legal solution. \

(Source: Jonathan Sumption, Trial of the State, London: Profile Books, 2019,
p.4) |

3. Do you think humans learn from history? Please write in English. (25%)

(%)




