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A. Reading Comprehension (25 points)

Please read the following passage adopted from Thomas H. G. Leels "on'm
Traditional China: A History (pp. 420-421), and answer the following questions in
English.

"WWiIe individual book collections flourished in the 17 century, the Ghiang-nan
"ower Yangtze valley) region reached its height of weal and grew to become e
major center of bo intellectual and commercial activ es. Many magnificent
libraries were built and they helped make the region an important center for
scholarship. For the powerful elite of the Ming this is a great age of brilliant literati
paintings, splendid gardens and beautiful woodblock printed books and
illustrations, made poss le by the enormous commercialized rces at work in the
region. The most famous of the book collections built at this time was the T'ien-i
ko library of Ning-p] (modem Ningpo, Zhejiang). The 1 rary traces its beginning

the 11 century when the prominent Feng family from Ming-chou (also modem
Ningpo) began to collect books. The family built a Tower of Ten Thousand
Volumes (Wan-chiiian lou) and maintained the collection over three centuries. The
collection was turned over a Fan Ch'in in the mid-16 century. Fan Ch'in built a
library, Tie -i ko, hou the collection and started to purchase new books
eventually b Wing an extraordinary collection teeming with editing and collating
activiti . It became e envy of scholars. deed, it grew  become a very
important le acy in Chinais scholarly li  and history of scholarship. a senselthe
idea of ‘retaining scholars y " -m acq red a new dimension; private
collectors could now afford  employ scholars  work in their libraries. Many
scholars were able to choose not  take the examinations and lived a li  of
scholarship working e 1 rariesCpatronized by weal y book collectors. The
educational significance is evident; even though private sponsorship of scholars
was never e goal of e civil service examination system which was e real
mechanism affecting the course of education and scholarship. Now private libraries
through their patronage of scholarship offered for the rst time ano er poss ility
for education  develop.”
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Question 1: Whatis emai point of this passage?

Question  Why did the private libraries in the lower Yangtze valley since the 16&
century provide another possibility for education in China? Explain in
your own words.

. Translation (25 points)

Please translate e llowing passage, adopted from A. Glulow’s r&e Cow/7 "y
and the Shogun: The Dutch Encounter with Tokugawa Japan (pp.200-201), into
Chine

"The long-term effect of this Japane edict was  ensure the Dutch had little
choice but  compete peacefiilly with merchants attached  the Zheng maritime
network. With the threat of violence removed, a trade boom ensued between
Taiwan and Nagasaki. Between 1663 and 1673 a 1of 111 ships arrived in
Nagasaki from Taiwan, en under e control of Coxinga’s son Zheng Jing
bringing large quantities of goods and disrupting profits for the Dutch East India
Company. o erwords, e Zheng network pro ted from e legal protection of
Japan."

Composition 5 points)

Please write a short essay in English explaining the topic in history that you are
most interes d inCand why you are interested in it.



