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A. Reading Comprehension: (20 points)

Please read the following passage by Jinping Wang (In the Wake of The Mongols:
The Making of a New Social Order in North China, 1200-1600, pp.1 5-16) and
answer the questions in English.

“The year 1127 marked a watershed in Chinese history. In the century that
followed the Jurchen conquest of the Northern Song, China was divided, with the
south under the Southern Song and north under the non-Chinese rule of the Jin
dynasty. In the past few decades, historians of middle-period China have
enthusiastically responded to the influential hypothesis proposed by [Robert]
Hymes and Robert Hartwell, which posits that there was a localist shift in the
Song literati after 1127. According to this hypothesis, the Southern Song literati
developed new locally oriented strategies and self-definition as well as new
patterns of elite life and elite-state relations that continued in southern China down
to the Qing dynasty. In demonstrating how political office continued to be
appreciated as an indication of the literati’s place in the Southern Song, Beverly
Bossler recognized the localist shift but emphasizes that the change was gradual
and more continuous than disruptive in the Northern and Southern Song periods.
In his recent work, Hymes stresses that in the Southern Song, the sons of
prominent families—both those who had not yet achieved office and those who
had reached high office—adopted this localist strategy, but he cautions us not to
misunderstand the ‘localist strategy’ construct as ‘dissociation from the state or
the complete abandonment of national-level aspirations by Southern Song elites.”

Question 1: What is Bossler’s response to the hypothesis posted by Hymes and
Hartwell?

Question 2: What is the major point Hymes made in his revisions on his and
Hartwell’s original idea of “localist shift”?
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B. Translation: (30 points)
Please translation the following passage by Xiaogiao Ling (Feeling the Past in
Seventeenth-Century China, pp.1-2) into Chinese.
“This book studies the immediate responses of literary men to the Manchu
conquest of China (1640s— 1680s), as well as their later contemplations of
that era through the act of writing. The Manchu conquest created an
unprecedented rupture in Chinese cultural life, marked particularly by the
Qing court’s implementation of a haircutting policy (tifa ling #52<) that
mandated that non-clerical male subjects shave their foreheads and plait their
hair according to the Manchu custom.> Many scholar officials (shi =),
especially those in the Jiangnan area who thought they resided at the very
center of cultural refinement, found themselves adrift when they saw the

socio-political order crumbling, leading to the loss of ‘This Culture of Ours’

(siwen H3D).”

C. Composition: (25 points)

Please write a short essay explaining whether studying history can (or cannot)

help us understand the present.

(58)



