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A. Reading Comprehension: (20 points)

Please read the following passage by Phﬂip A. Kuhn (Soulstealers: The Chinese
Sorcery of 1768, p.41) and answer the questions in English that follow.

“The ‘population of China roughly doubled during the eighteenth century, from
around 150 million in 1700 to around 313 million in 1794. The precondition for
this expansion was China's capacity to develop new ways — and new places — for
people' to make a Iiving. These ways and places included New World crops, such
as maize and sweet potatoes, which made the hills yield a living to iMmigrants.
They included massive internal movement of population, particularly to
Szechwan, which had been depopulated by the internal wars of the cohquest
'period; to the highlands of the Yahgtze and Han river systems; to Manchuria; to
largely aboriginal Taiwan; and to lands overseas. All over China, people were
“moving upward as well as outward: forested hills became flourishing sweet
potato and maize farms, until their soil eroded and became barely cultivable.'
The expansion of cultivated land area during the eighteenth century cannot be
measured, but (taking the nation as a whole) is thought to have kept pace with
population growth until around 1800. All this can be seen as a triumph of will
and work —and an ecological disaster, as China's mountain soil gradually washed

into her rivers.”

Question 1: According to the author, why were the New World crops important to
~ the population growth in eighteenth century China? (10 points)

Qhestio?‘n 2: From this passage, do you think the author would agree that Chinese
people tended to stay in their hometowns in the eighteenth century? Select one
sentence that you think can best show the author’s view. And, explain what the

author means by that sentence. (10 points)
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'B. Translation: (30 points) |

Please translate the following passage by Juan Siliezar (“Choosing racial literacy,” -
Harvard Gazette, October 10, 2019) into Chinese. _
“The idea for [Guo and Vulchi’s project] sprang from a class conversation about
race in the pair’s 10th-grade history course. It was the first time either

" remembered talking about it openly in school, and both thought it was the kind
of exchange that should have been happening throughout their education. Now

~ their goal is to have racial literary added to the national K-12 curriculum as a

: requirement‘; ... For [their two] books, they “paired the stories with research,

- statistics, and history to give readers a social and cultural context. They want
readers to embp,athize and connect with the person they are reading about while
also gaining a larger understanding about how past and current events or key |
statistics have shaped and continue to shape contemporary race relations.”

"C. Composition: (25 points)

~ Please wﬁtéashort essay explaining the historical topic in which you are most
interested.




