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You are being evaluated on your knowledge of American literature. The purpose
of this examination is to show your grader as much as you can the extent and
depth of your knowledge of American literature. N.B. Express your
understanding of American literature in analytical and meaningful terms. DO _
NOT repeat or ovérlap material and ideas in different answers and parts of this
examination. Also, references to authors and literary works should be clear,
precise, and correct. Correct spelling in such references is all important.
Remember to identify your answer by part (A or B) and by number.

PART A: SUMMARY — 50%

General Directions: Choose Five of the works listed in the following. For each of the
five works you choose, write a full summary indicating the main ideas put forward in
the work. If you answer more than five, your grader will evaluate just the first five

answers:

1) Of Plymouth Plantation by Willliam Bradford
2) Common Sense by Thomas Paine

3) “Rip Van Winkle” by Washington Irving

4) “Young Goodman Brown” by Nathaniel Hawthorne
5) “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe

6) Walden by Henry David Thoreau

7) Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
8) “A Rose for Emily” by William Faulkner

' 9) The Color Purple by Alice Walker

10) Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri

11) The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan

12) Trifles by Susan Glaspell
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PART B: ESSAY — 50%

1. Who is your favorite American poet? Please write an essay to illustrate the
major themes of this poet and indicate why this poet, in your opinion, is worth
reading. Your essay must include discussion of specific poems to support your
statements. (25%)

2. Various views on the American Dream have been explored in fiction produced
in the U.S. Please take up one of these literary works to illustrate the
complexities surrounding the issue through a reading of the struggle in the
characters’ pursuit of the American Dream, and discuss the insights provided
by this literary work you choose to discuiss. (25%)



