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Essay Question 1. — 50%

Name your favorite period of English literary history, or the period of English literary
history you are most familiar with. What is this period? Explain how and why it is
your favorite period, or why you know so much about it. You must discuss at least 3
specific authors and their works from this period to illustrate your answer to this
question. Be as concrete and specific as you can in your discussion of authors and
texts. Name titles of literary works and last names of authors.
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Essay Question 2. — 50%

Close read the following poem. Address in this essay this question: What is the
purpose and message of this poem as you understand it? Avoid summarizing the
content of the poem from beginning to end. Isolate and discuss various elements in
the poem that you find meaningful. Illustrate how and why they are meaningful.

Poem:

Color

By Christina Rossetti

From The Golde Book of Poetry (1947)

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43 199/color-536d22 1 e6ec8fc

What is pink? a rose is pink

By a fountain's brink.

What is red? a poppy's red

In its barley bed.

What is blue? the sky is blue
Where the clouds float thro'.
What is white? a swan is white
Sailing in the light.

What is yellow? pears are yellow,
Rich and ripe and mellow.

What is green? the grass is green,
With small flowers between.
What is violet? clouds are violet
In the summer twilight.

What is orange? Why, an orange,

Just an orange!



