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Please compose an essay to each of the two questions below. Each essay should
follow a 5-paragraph essay format, with an introductory paragraph including a clear
thesis and the body paragraphs detailing a coherent analysis of your topic.

I Individualism 50%

Individualism is key to the making of the country of America and its citizens. The

idea of the self-made person is bound up with aspirations of the American dream, the.
ideal of democracy and equal opportunity for all. Choose a literary work to discuss
this concept. Be sure to specify the context in which you situate the idea. You may
consider aspects such as the following: 1) What values, problems, expectations or
disillusionment is communicated in the work’s interpretation of individualism? 2)
How is individualism represented—through a hero, an ordinary person, or a little
boy/girl? What is the oppositional forces in society or nature are being portrayed? 3)
In what aspects do the characters learn or become disillusioned in constructing-oneself
as a being who is capable of realizing one’s own dreams?

IL Community 50%

Many individuals compose a community or society. In American literature, how is the
idea of community represented and what is the relationship between individuals and
the larger environment they inhabit? Choose one work to discuss the idea of
community in American literature. You may want to consider the following: 1) Isa

- community conceived differently from a society? In what ways are they different? 2)
How is the idea of community related to “home,” “journey,” “cultural traditional,”
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“ethics,” “legal system,” “ecology,” etc. 3) In what ways do the characters deal with
their vision of community? For instance, do they attempt to launch social or legal

“change,” or do they demarcate a clear boundary between the two? How so, and why?



