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You are being evaluated on your knowledge of British literature. The purpose of

this examination is to show your grader as much as you can the extent and depth
of your knowledge of British literature. N.B. Express your understanding of
British literature in analytical and meaningful terms. Avoid repeating or
overlapping material and ideas in different answers and parts of this
examination. Also, references to authors and literary works should be clear,
precise, and correct. Correct spelling in such references is all important.

Remember to identify your answer by part (A or B) and by number.

Part A. 60 points. Choose ten (10) of the following items. Identify and comment
on the significance of each of the ten in British literature in a brief paragraph of

at least three sentences (that is, each of the ten answers must be at least one

three-sentence paragraph in length). You will not receive extra credit for
answering more than ten. If you choose to answer more than ten, your grader

will evaluate just the first ten answers.

1. William Tyndale

2. The sublime
3. Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

4. Kazuo Ishiguro -
5. Naturalism

6. “Dover Beach”
7. pastoral

8. White Teeth

9. picaresque .novel

10. Restoration comedy
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11. Abbey Theatre

12, fhyme royal

13. The Ballad of Reading Gaol
14. Tristram Shandy

15. Pre-Raphaelites

16. blank verse

17. stream of consciousness

18. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern

Part B. 40 points. Answer two (2) of the following essay questions. Write an essay
on each of the three essay questions of your choice. Each essay should be at least
20 sentences, but an essay that is longer than 20 sentences will not necessarily
earn you a better score, as you are being assessed on the quality of your ideas as
well as on your ability to express ideas in a clear and precise fashion. You will
not receive extra credit for writing more than two essays. If you choose to write
more than two essays, your grader will evaluate the first two essays written in

your answer book.

(1). If you were to teach an undergraduate course on British literature of the nineteenth
and twentieth century, which authors and literary works would you list as required
readings on the syllabus? How would you introduce the authors and works of the course
syllabus to students on the first day of class? Introduce the authors and works briefly (as
if you were the instructor in the classroom speaking to students). Explain why they are
required readings for the course.

(2). Discuss at least two (2) but no more than four (4) works of British literature that
have shaped your imagination of Britain as an historical place. Name and discuss these
works. How have they shaped and informed your ideas about Britain? How do these
works express British identity to you and construct Britain as an historical place?
Explain with concrete and specific references to the texts.
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(3). Discuss at least two (2) but no more than four (4) works by British authors that take
place in settings outside the British Isles. Name and discuss these works. Why do you
think the authors take an interest in stories or literary material in settings outside Britain?
How do these works reflect the author’s ideas about foreign places and cultures and
Britain’s historical and cultural relations to these places and communities? Explain

with concrete and specific references to the texts.



